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Transportation, Railroads
Led In EL’s Development

Mrs, James G. Hopkins,
chalrman of the County His-
torical Commiasion, recently
fave this Interesting réport
on ““Transportation and Rail-
roads of Colorado County."
Stephen F. Austin chose the
land aloag the Colorado River
not only because of the fer-
tility of the soll, but also be-
cause he expecied setilers to
be able (o use the river o
not prove sati ffuctery because
of  sandbirs, snags and
accumulaied drift timber In
the river,

Goods had to be transported
over primitive roads which in
some |nstances were.liltls
more than trails and were of =
ten Impassabls In rainy wea-
ther, It was nol untll 1084
that the State assumed any
financial support of roads and
M ghways,

Seven yearsafter statehood,
the Buffalo Bayou Brazos and
Colorado Railroad began
operation, Traffic onthefirst
Fleburg i

————

——

Eagle Lake and a year later |
wis completed to Alleyton.
Stage lines and teamsiers met
the tralns In Alleyton and it
daveloped Into a thriving town
with a hotel, stores, a doc-
tor and drug stores,

A grop of businesamen
from Columbus orjanized the
Columbus Tap Rallway Com-
pany which recelved its char=
ter In 1880, This charter
gave the rullroad permission
to tulld a bridge across the
Colerade River io Columbus,
Before the bridpe wis bulli
in 1867, a ferTy was used to
crogs the river,

The BBBAC began o move
wesl, Welmar, Glidden and
Borden were seltled. The
rallroad was completed toSan
Antomla ia 1877, The BRBLC
bought the Columbus Tap Rall-
road and renamed the com-
pany the Galveston Harris-
burg and San Anlonio Rail-
road, Later It was reorgan-
izad and became the Southarn
Pacifie,

Thé San Antonlo and Aran-
ga8 Pass was anothar rallroad
of importance, [l wasbegunin
San Antonlo In 1885 and four
years later It reached Eagle
Lake, coming through Yoa-
kum, Hallettsville and Rock
Island,

In 1808, a group of business -
mén |n Eagle Lake recelved a
charter for the Cane Belt Rail-
road, T was io run from
Eagls Laks to Bopus to reach
the large sugar plantations,
After the track was lald, the
owners declded to make & real
railroad out of It and had thelr

charter amended to lneludes 19
milea porth to Sealy and 89
miles south through Whartoq,
Bragoria and Matagorda coun-
ties to the Gulf, Thislinewas
bought by Santa Fe in 1002
and branches were bullt from
Bonus to Calhown and from
Bosdecker to Garwood,

In more recent years short
raliroads have been bullt to
handle the gravel industry in
the county.

By 1859, the railroad reached B

History 0f
Post Offices

[Continued from page 15]

settlement was named by De.
Samuel Davies MeLeary,
Postmaster, for the luxuriant
growth of bois d'are or osage
orange in the vieinity. The
Osage Post Office operaied
from 1866 Lo 1569,
PROVIDENT CITY

Provident Land Company
which owned mueh of the
land in this area. The mail
was translerred from the
Goldenrod Post Offiee in
1910.
OTHERS DISCONTINUED
Other discontinued post
offices in Colorade County
included: Egypt. Cuba, New
Mainz. Cheetham and Shi
ek

Garwood Post (ffice

A, C, Abell of Garwood tells
something of its sarly times,
He says an Abell family has
lived there since the days
when the rows came home
from the pasture with Indian
arrows ln lhelr hides,

The mail was brought, once
A week, to Vox Popull from
Columbus, Mr. Abell's aumt,
Fhoete Barbett, waspostmis-
tréess and kept (he mail In
a box In har sewing machine
drawer In the 1870's.

The SAP built -a right of
way through the eountry (n 1584
and after that mall came [rom
Altair.

The Labay, Schoellmann and
Shaw families were among the
first settlers, coming some-
tims In the 1870°s. William
Schoellmann put up the frst
gin and It ook 2 whole day
o gin € hales of cotton,

Garwood used to gel (reight
by boat; 2 river steamers
coming through, One was the
"Moceasin Balle,"" the anchor
of which |s now on the [ront
wialk of the R, E, Talt home
in Columbus,

The Priesmeyer store has

AMERICA IS...

the wheatlands ol Kansas. a
copper mine in Moniana, ihe loresis
of the Pacific Northwest, the Grand
Ganyon, a New England seaport, the
oil fields of Texas and Oklahema,
Yosemite Falls and ©ld Faithful
America is laces: Polynesian, Eski-
mo, people ol European descent,
Orientlals, native tribespeople, Black

people, Latin Americans. America is

R

been In Garwood since 1917,
moving there from Rock 1sland
where it was first known i
the Priesmeyer - Welmar
company, opaning abowt 1910,

H. F, Prissmeyer, foundar,
came to the United States from
Germany when he waslé, first
locating ot St. Louls. He wus
& shos saleaman, traveling
over the entire couniry, be-

fore-he setiled - &i-Hock jmgs

land,

After the store was moved
0 Garwood, Mr. Priesmeyer
became postmasier, reliring
in 1953, His son, W, X, be-
came postmaster buf later
became rural route carrier
and Herbert Popp was named
postmaster und still serves
In that office,

Another son, F. B, Pries-
meyer manages the Pries-
meyer Slores In Garwodd,
Ganado, Somerville and
Bweeny,

H.-F. PRIESMEYER

tarly Days

In Garwood
Recounted

The old H;un-_‘.— Abell
house on the bank of (he
Colorade river was a
show place in the early days
‘An itinerant artist stopped
and painted the emblem of
the Lone Star State on the
eelling of Lhe living room,
where il remained for over 50
vears until the house was
Lorn down.

A history of the Garwood
Methodist Church tells how
the Garwood townsile was
surveyed and Inid off 6n a red
bluff. high on the west side of
the Colorade river In 1901,
The town wus named for
Judge Garwood of Houston.

Other early settlers in Lhe
community were the Lantz,
Krumholz, Griflin, Brower
ind Froka families. Some
were merchants, others
farmers and stockmen and
still others were employes of
the irrigation company.

First Pum Plant

Oldtimers recall that the
first pumping plant in
Garwood was established by
o company named Townsend,
Burford & Hill, The firat rice
wis [armed there in 1001.
The Lehrers have operated

An early scene in Garwood, in front of the Ed R, Froka place

3 business, bullt about 1908, ane of the Mrst in Carwood.

their pumping plant singe

1919
Ben and Mollie Fields buil

a hotel later operaied by the
L. B. Brates and later it was

el

opened in 1910, Directers
were: J. J. Pinchback,

president: Frank Armold, viee
president: W. 8. Griffitts,
vice president; J. L. Chap-
man, cashier: M. Griffitts and
Ed R. Frnka.

Two weekly papers were

published in Garwood [rom
ahout 1909 to around 1912
They were the Garwood
Pl'f"l,’l""‘i.'- and the Garwood
Express. The latter -was
published by Charles Mrazek,

Landowners From North

In those days the Garwood
Land Co. was bringing
landowners to Garwood from
the north. The lste G. M.

~ JackEob. Tather 6T R K+
B 1 T T

loeal manager of the land
company. He also had &
construction business and
later managed the pumping
plant.

Although Methodists
started hnh&sﬂg their Sunday
School In 1908, they did not

have a congregation organ
ized until 1910, when it was
started by Hev. J. E. Morgan
and J. T, Traey. A
Preshyterian chureh building
was dedicated in Garwood in
1548

|The lollowing are notes
taken from the fles of the
early issues ol the Fagle
Lake Headlight. Do you
remember Lhese pl.,f-u. and
personalities [rom the pages
of the past?|

One of the earliest
residential addilion promo
tiong hegan with the dove
lopment nl'_ Cavendale, one

hlock north of the High
School, composed of seven
teen blocks and advertised as
being 14 leet above Lhe public
sjuare. The price for these
lols al that time was |isted at
$150 and $200. according to
location. Terms of $25 down
and the balanee in monthly
payments of $5 or $10 (o suit
{he purchaser,

Al present the Cavendale
pddition is a popular homesite
with neat little new houses
oceipylng many of the lota.

Rice Industry began lo
mature in Eagle Lake in 1907,
the Eagle Lake Rice Mill and
the Lakeside Riee Mill were
reported being bullt, but the
editor inflormed the readers
the projects would nol be
finished intime fTor [all
harvest.

The dily's water supply in
1807 waa furnished by the
Water, Gin and Light
Company and in that year o
magnilicient new standpipe
was erecied. It stood 106 leet
high and 12 feet in diameter,
and as a erowning touch, “Oid
Glory” Noated from its lolty
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CONGRATULATIONS |

to America the lond
of the free for the

everything to everyonel
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CONGRATULATIONS

to the Rice Producers

of our area for their]

record of achievement

and great sirides
of progress.
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Early1900 Activities

Lower

Banking [lacilities were
inereased from no banks in
1596 1o three in 1907, being a
good vard stick of -business
irends for the eily during
thal.eri. Asidelrom the Eagle
Lake -State Bank, the First
MNational Bank was erected in
1905 al & cost of $14.000.
Capital at that time was
$A0,000,00, surplus $8,000.00,
Officers were J, J. Whatley,
president, W. T. Eldridge.
vice president and B,
Leysaht, vice president. The
First State Bank declared
cost at $10,000.00 -and eapital
slock $40.000, Wm, Green
was named president, G. C.
Duncan, 18l viee president:
and. J. R. Westmoreland, 2nd
viee president,

The oldest bank of the eity
wns The Vinevard Walker
and Company Bank, which
was founded in 1897 and had
a responsibility of over
$250,000.00. Officers were: B.
L. Vineyard, president and A,
M. Waugh, viee president.

One of the largest whole-
sle grocery lirms in the
section in 1907 was the G, W,
Deaton Company, making the
city independent of Houston
and other points for groecer-
o

With the establishing of
the Eagle Lake Manulsctur-
ing Company, eleetric lights
and iee ame available to

residents,

Rice experiments
condueted William
Dunovam the years
between 1807 1907 began

a new industry for the
cily and community and one

which in years overshadowed
all others. And with the
erection of the Eagle Lake
Hice Milling’ Company in
12, home competition for
the crops raised was assured.

Churches of the city during
the first ¥e yedrs
were the ristian and
Episcopal, who erected neat
and attractive frame build-
ings for their worship
services, The Methodist and
Baptist had completed
churches ol brick.

Lodges and societies of
thal time were Lhe m&,
Royal Areh Chapter, s
%ﬂiﬂ. Woodmen of IE:.E

Mmt Order
0dd Fellows-and the Merry
Haymakérs of Sons of
Herman. e
ing the first golden years of

rogress, were: Lakeside
a:ill‘ Refinery Company
ith a

- Altair Was

Once Known
As Stafford

Alfair in the early days

before 1900 had a

of sbout 100 and did a big
iculiure business, the

principal shipments being

The rallroad st Altair was
Shepng poo fr Corwent
Nada other swrrounding
towns; eonsequently, it was &
busy place.

All. trains. along. Lthe
rallroad were discontinued
and it is no longer a railroad
stalion.

Altair was first named
Stafford Siation for that
family who were owners of
many acres of land and large
herds of cattle and the
settlement was headquarters
for the Stafford ranch. Later
the name was changed to its
present one because the first
name conflieted with the little
town this side of Houston
with the same name.

(Hdtimers laugh when they

paddys built the railroad
through there and s saloon
was near the track. When the
track was completed, the
workmen all gol on a Lear,
thus the name, " Altair™,
Biafford and Tait {amilies
were some of the “first in
Altnir and lnter came the
Walker [amilies, H. Lee
Johnson énd lke T. Pryor,

Let there be no sectional-
ism, no North, South, East or West; You are
all dependent one on another and should
be one in union. In one word, be a nation;
be Ameéricans, and be true to yourselves,”

.{:EHEGE WASHINGTON

= SPARINEL AND-SON———

. AND MRS, L. J, SPANIHEL AND FAMILY
MR. AND MRS, R, F, SPANIHEL
THE STORE AHEAD - EAGLE LAKE, TEX,

ok ok ok ok ok

the Cy Wrights, Dr. and Mrs.
H. C. Bigler, the Werllas, the

“Be Americans.

The W. C. Munn Co. once
maintained a branch at Altair
and earlier still, Robert and
Will Tait had & saloon and
dance hall therg.

Seaborns. The Secrests wers
among early families there.

BICENTENNIAL REPORT

Romsey Hotel Being

Restored As The Farris 1912

and Mrs, Farrls are using
these very descripbive
articles from the Headlight's
micrafiim file as & guide in
the restoration of the bullding
and furnishings,

The bullding has had several
owners throughout s sisty-
three year history with Mrs,
Stiles owning and operating the

Hotel - since 1048, I (s bylit— -Basket; —
. '---m -

=y o

om
Lake's first days during the
1850's on the coastal prairies.
The Dallas- Ramsey Hotel was
the location of many soclals,
dinners, parties and even con-
vontions In years past, ©e-
canse it has been an integral
part of the town's history for
80 many years Mr. and Mrs,
Farris hope to preserve and
restore It for Esgle Lake's
people to appreciate and enjoy
In future years.
Records Indicale the year
1912 was 2 good year for Eagle

the removations made to date
on restoration of this com-
munity landmark, :
The Farris 1912 now houses
the Farris' Helm's Flower

- l_.‘

in Esgle Lake's past were
the Good Hotel, Mersfelder
Hotél, Drummers Hotel, two
of them, the Callison Hotal,
the Brown Hotel and the Eagle
Hotel and possibly others,

Possibly the world's largest
]:mrl is the Pearl of Asia, as
arge as a pear and weighing
ahout # third of a pound.
Shah Haehan of India gave
the jewel to his favorite wife,
for ‘whom he also built the
Taj Mahal,

AND

AMERICA!

Colorado County

%> The United States

7
e

- ¢ of America is the

example of a nation
dedicated fo freedom
and equalify.

We Salute the Citizens

of Eagle Lake and
Colorade Countyl

J Ele Market

HARRISON AND DOROTHY WALKER
LEONARD AND DOROTHY WALKER

e ..._..I -

This is the old Drummery' Home which was « popular hostelry in Eagle Lake's past whea

salesmen came from lar and wide to disperse and sell their wares in this ares.

And A Big Salu
to Eagle Lake and Colorado County

CONSTITUTIC!!

Eagle Lake Gas
Distribution Co.

Serving Eogle Lake Community with Natural Gos

News Nuggets

From The Past

From The Old
Headlight Files

[These news nuggets were
taken from a golden yester-
vear=back in 158%-and are
priceless rompositions  writ-
ten with all the color and Mair
ol journalism of nearly a
century agn|.

From Our (Mdest lssue

Dated May 4, 1896 which
according to the masthead
wis the 24th issue of the
Eaglt- Lake Flt-:lrﬂlglﬂ_ helore
it became a full size
newspaper. The publication
at that time consisted of 4
piges measuring 9 und
one-hall inehes wide, 14
inches long and the release
day was Saturday, Publishers
were A, M. and B, W.
MeCarty and the paper's
slogan was: "Despise Not The
Day of Small Things."

ere are news items taken
verbatim from the pages of
our enrliest lssues,

A horse which had been
hitched Lo & hydrant in from
of Mr. Halns' saloon last

Tuesday, became [rightened
snd pulled it up eausing Lhe
waler to flood everything.

[tem carried as a reprin
from the Schulenburg Stitk
or-A few days ago Miss Lillie
Fray of Corsicana said to be a
heautiful bruneile, was mar
ried to Chin Gon, a
Chinaman, who has a
ll'l.ll'lf!‘."fll-l!lil'lil‘]' and I.:.ul:dr}-.

Fagle Lake will soon boast
of some of the finest brick
houses between Houston and
San Antonia.

The guestion of female
sufferage will soon be
submitied fo the volers of
New York, We hope the
returns - will-bein- favor of
women's sulferage.

An advertisement; Briar
Pipe given away with every
one pound bale of Duke's
Mixture tobacco selling for 35
ernls,

September 4, 1855

Ladies full regular, Fas
Black Hose for 156 cents per
pair al the Blue Stare.

In last week's Headlight we
stated the fact that three
train loads of Tea passed
through our eity last week on

y A R

-\ 1 May the next 200

T ui\ %% years bring peace

1 R “'*
Happy Annive
| Sears

ond prosperity
and pride

-

the Southern Pacilie Rail
road. We can now béat that
On last Tuesday, a train
loaded with Carter’s Little
Liver Pills went (flying
through, on the same road to
Japan Consignments. The
Chinesse made a feable
altempt at killing them but it
seems they are either sick or
dying now

Wednesday, July 3, 1885

Jim Corbett’s wife has sued
him foe divores

A parly consisting ol Mr.
Jow Hoensche and wife; Mr.
Fritz of Winchester, Misses
Maitie and 3-1.1.“;# ”:l.l'l'l.l.'ll.'l,
Pinkie Galahar, Mrs. Sam
Damon and Messrs. Fay
Galahar, Andrew Mersefelder
and Gearge Viek ]q[i Thurs
day morning for the eoasi to
be gone about three weeks.
They took an extra’ pair of
horses along to bring back
bear skins and we hope they
will bring ye editors only a
small piecé of bear meat. All
are good hunters and we may
expect to heir of Lerrible
slaughter () of game. '

June 15,1895

The marriage craze is
bectming an epidemic in
Eagle lake, Lot every fellow
be on his gusrd or he'll be
married before he knows iL.

Every vehicle in the lvery
stable has been rented lor
nexl Tuesday evening.

Messrs. Jno. Waddell and
Lee Hughes and the wonder
ful five legged call lefi Chis
morning for La Grange.
where they go lo be in an
eshibition during the Fire
men’s Celebration.

The Young People's Read
ing Circle mel last Friday
night al the residence ol Mr.
H. M. Johnson but as the
Secretary and Treasurer
were both absent the wasual
wugﬂm wasn'l rendered.

aiteriou and Clem want to
b lgzﬂn next hmmﬂmt let
the Socioty “go up the spout”.

T " June 29, 1895

The Northington Party-
On Thursday, the 18th, Mr.
Billy Northington gave an "all
night” dance at Mr. Lee
Carney's, 10 miles from Eagle
Lake, Quite a number of
maidens of the rossbud age
with several in full bloom.

her with their escourts,
left Eagle Lake at 5, arrivi
ot the scene of festivities at 7.

was highly enjoyable after
the long drive. Then the

believe that Alleyton, a

village with present populs-
thon of under 200, was obes

as Alleyton in 1980,
During the time the
railroad had its terminue

The cotton was hauled
there from long distances by
ox or mule teams and then
forwarded to Mexico, Alley-
ton was also distribution

oint for ' merchandise

t in from Mexico.
lts streets were

CoRuUnNg.

Some of the prosperous
businesses Lhére in the 1880's
were the commission and
forwarding merchants and

ral merchandise stores of
ander C. Gunninmm.
father of Mrs. Ben B. ar,
whose husband started The
Citizen; C. Huberick and G. J.
Penn, John Rosenfield & Son
and V. F. Cook & Bros.

The Texas Hotel, operated
by J. J. Holt, was a busy
place and opposite it was &
restaurant and eating saloon
that advertised meals at all
hours. Charles A. Ditiman
was & wholesale and retail
grocer and A, Bluhn operated
a elothing store. John Duffy
had a livery stable there.

The town of Alleyton was
named for the Alley brothers,
its founders, who were
Rawson, Thomas, John,
Abram and William. Rawson,
Thomas and John died young,
leaving Abram and William.
The brothers came to Texas
in 1822 and joined the
Stephen F. Austin eolony.

They received thousands of
acres from Lhe Mexican
government for seltling in
Texas and Rawson was paid
with land for his services as
surveyor. Much of the land in
Colorado Counly was laid off
from his field notes.

In 1859, William Alley
entered inlo an agreement
with the railroad in which he
gave the road right-of-way
over his land and- sel aside
200 acres [or & Lownsite. He
retaingd a block of land for
his own home.

The railroad Lhen took
what it needed for its shops,
depol and round house and
the remainder of the acreage
was sold at public avetion and
the money divided between
William and the railroad.

Although Alleyton boomed
during 1860's, it declined in
imporiance as a (rading
cenler alter the railroad was
extended wesl.

Damon having added a fine
surrey o the already large
list.

iThese and many, many
mure little home own ilema
are preserved on the now
yellow and brittie pages of
the Headlight earliest ssues
News Lhat was nol earth
rocking in importance, but
homey doings that kept
citizens informed n a
reighborly fashion, printed in
days when the newspaper
was the most important
media for information. A
byegone era when radio and
television newscasls were
fields yet (o be discovered.)

WE'RE PROUD TO BE A PART
ll AND PROSPERITY
OF THIS AREA!
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G. E, Thomas, Sr., known affectionately to friends here
a8 "Grandpa' Thomas, was one of the sarly plonsers of
this area. Here he is ghown after taking his first flight at
the age of around 80 with his son W, M, Thomas, Jr,
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AND TO THE

RICE INDUSTRY
i We're proud
=~ I of the record

producers
of this area.

R\ AMERICAN RICE GROWERS

7 4 CO-0P ASSN.
¢ Eogle Lake
4 Donald Obenhaus, Mgr.
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to this

great nation.

rsary, America!
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- DEBBIE VAWTER, OWNER #1216 MAIN « EAGLE LAKE
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Werry dance began and
endm! 8l 6 o'clock the next
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We look forward fo serving you with all
your power needs in the next century,
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